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1 次の英文を読んで，問1～13に答えなさい。

The sign languages of deaf communities provide some of the best

evidence to support the notion that humans are born with the ability to

acquire language, and that these languages are governed by the same

universal properties.

Because deaf children are unable to hear speech, they do not acquire

spoken languages as hearing children do.
⑴
However, deaf children who are

exposed to sign language learn it in stages parallel to those of hearing

children learning spoken languages. Sign languages are human languages

that do not use sounds to express meanings. Instead, sign languages are

visual-gestural systems that use hand, body, and facial gestures as the forms

used to represent words. Sign languages are
⑵
fully developed languages, and

signers can create and comprehend unlimited numbers of new sentences, just

as speakers of spoken languages do.

Current research on sign languages has been crucial in the attempt to

understand the biological underpinnings of human language acquisition and

use. Some understanding of sign languages is therefore essential.

About one in a thousand babies is born deaf or with a severe hearing

deficiency. One major effect is the difficulty that deaf children have in

learning a spoken language.
⑶
It is nearly impossible for those who are unable

to hear language to learn to speak naturally. Normal speech depends largely

on auditory feedback. A deaf child will not learn to speak without extensive

training in special schools or programs designed especially for deaf people.

Although deaf people can be taught to speak a language intelligibly, they

can never understand speech as well as a hearing person. Seventy-five

percent of spoken English words cannot be read on the lips accurately. The

ability of many deaf individuals to comprehend spoken language is therefore

⑷
remarkable; they combine lip reading with knowledge of the structure of
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language, the meaning redundancies that language has, and context.

If, however,
⑸
human language is universal in the sense that all humans

have the ability to learn a language, then it is not surprising that nonspoken

languages have developed among nonhearing individuals. The（ ア ）we

learn about the human linguistic ability, the（ イ ）it is clear that language

acquisition and use are not dependent on the ability to produce and hear

sounds, but on a much more abstract cognitive ability, biologically

determined, that accounts for the similarities between spoken and sign

languages.

The major language of the deaf community in the United States is

American Sign Language（ASL）. ASL is an
⑹
outgrowth of the sign

language used in France and brought to the United States in 1817 by the

great educator Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet.

Like all languages, ASL has its own grammar with a system of gestures,

equivalent to the sound system of spoken languages, as well as

morphological, syntactic, and semantic rules and a mental lexicon of signs.

In the United States, educators have created several signing systems in

an attempt to represent spoken and/or written English. These artificial

languages consist essentially in the replacement of each spoken English word

（and grammatical elements such as the -s ending for plurals and the -ed

ending for past tense）by a sign. The syntax and semantics of these manual

codes for English are thus approximately the same as those of spoken

English.
⑺
The result is unnatural in that it is similar to trying to speak

French by translating every English word or ending into its French

counterpart. Problems result because there are not always corresponding

forms in the two languages.

⑻
Signers sometimes need to represent a word or concept for which no

sign exists. New coinages, foreign words, acronyms, certain proper nouns,

technical vocabulary, or obsolete words as might be found in a signed
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interpretation of a play by Shakespeare are among some of these. For such

cases ASL provides a series of hand shapes and movements that represent

the letters of the English alphabet, permitting all such words and concepts to

be expressed through finger spelling.

Signers communicate ideas at a rate comparable to spoken

communication. Moreover,
⑼
language arts are not lost to the deaf community.

Poetry is composed in sign language, and stage plays such as Sheridan’s The

Critic have been translated into sign language and acted by the National

Theatre of the Deaf（NTD）.

⑽
Deaf children acquire sign language much in the way that hearing

children acquire a spoken language, going through the same linguistic stages,

including the babbling stage. Deaf children babble on their hands, just as

hearing children babble with their vocal tract. Deaf children often sign

themselves to sleep just as hearing children talk themselves to sleep. Deaf

children report that they dream in sign language as French-speaking children

dream in French and Hopi children dream in Hopi. Deaf children sign to

their dolls and stuffed animals. Slips of the hand occur similar to slips of

the tongue; finger fumblers amuse signers as tongue twisters amuse

speakers. Sign languages resemble spoken languages in all major aspects,

showing that there truly are universals of language despite differences in the

modality in which the language is performed. This universality is predictable

because regardless of the modality in which it is expressed, language is a

biologically based ability.

（Victoria Fromkin, Robert Rodman, and Nina Hyams. An Introduction to

Language . Thomson Wadsworth（2007）より抜粋，一部削除）
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問1．下線部⑴を日本語にしなさい。

問2．下線部⑵ fully developed languagesについて，どのような点でそう言え

るのか。日本語で説明しなさい。

問3．下線部⑶について，その理由を日本語で説明しなさい。

問4．下線部⑷ remarkableと筆者が考える理由を，日本語で説明しなさい。

問5．下線部⑸ human language is universalとあるのは，どのようなことか。

日本語で説明しなさい。

問6．空欄（ ア ）と（ イ ）に当てはまる最も適切な語の組み合わせを，次の

A～Dの中から一つ選び，その記号を書きなさい。

A （ ア ）less （ イ ）less

B （ ア ）less （ イ ）more

C （ ア ）more （ イ ）less

D （ ア ）more （ イ ）more

問7．下線部⑹ outgrowthと最も近い意味の語を次のA～Dの中から一つ選び，

その記号を書きなさい。

A outcome

B outdated

C outgoing

D outrage

問8．ASLと他の言語にはどのような共通点があると述べられているか。本文

で該当する英文を1文抜き出して書きなさい。
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問9．下線部⑺を日本語にしなさい。

問10．下線部⑻について，このような場合に ASLの使用者はどのように対処す

るか。日本語で具体的に説明しなさい。

問11．下線部⑼ language artsとはどのようなものを指しているのか。本文中か

ら例を日本語で二つ挙げなさい。

問12．下線部⑽について，本文中にあるいくつかの具体例の中から二つ選び日本

語で答えなさい。

問13．次のA～Fについて，本文に書かれている内容と一致するものには〇，そ

うでないものには×をつけなさい。

A 手話はコミュニケーションを行う際に使用する言語ではない。

B 手話を使用する際には特別な道具も必要となる。

C 耳が聞こえない子供は特別な訓練をすれば，話すことも学べる。

D 英語の単語のうち75％は口の動きを読み取るだけではわからない。

E ASLは Thomas Hopkins Gallaudetによって発明された。

F 手話言語と音声言語の獲得過程は根本的に異なる。
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2 次の文を読んで，問1，2に答えなさい。

「他人の迷惑になることはしてはいけない」というのが，最近の若者にとってほ
ゆいいつ

とんど唯一の道徳基準のようだ。家庭で親が，学校で先生が，くり返しそう教え

ているのだろう。

この標語自体は結構だが，結構でないのは，若者の多くがそれを拡大解釈し，

「他人の迷惑にならないことは何をしてもよい」と思っていることである。

これが正しければ，電車内で化粧することも，授業中にガムをかんだり携帯で

メールを送ったりするのも許されることになる。

（藤原正彦『祖国とは国語』新潮社（2005）より抜粋）

問1．下線部を英語にしなさい。

問2．文中の「他人の迷惑にならないことは何をしてもよい」という若者の拡大解

釈について，150語程度の英語で，自分の意見や考えを書きなさい。
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3 英文を聞いた後，問1，2に答えなさい。英文は2回読まれます。必要があれ

ば，余白にメモを取っても構いません。

問1．英文の内容に関する1～7及び9の質問に日本語で答えなさい。また，8

については，空欄A～Fに入る数字を算用数字で解答欄に書きなさい。

1．What is the percentage of U.S. students, from grades kindergarten

to 12th grade, who are English learners?

2．Which category of ethnic groups is cited as an example of

educational progress?

3．In what way can the Every Student Succeeds Act be helpful for

English learners and English language teachers?

4．According to Ms. Gonez, what is the advantage of giving

instruction in two languages?

5．What languages are used for instruction in two languages?

6．What is a problem with offering classes that use two languages?

7．From which countries are teachers being hired in order to make

up for the shortage of teachers?

8．In New York City, for example, the city’s Department of Education

says its students speak a total of（ Ａ ）different languages.

About（ Ｂ ）percent are Spanish speakers, and another

（ Ｃ ）percent are Chinese speakers. It also has（ Ｄ ）

students who speak Bengali,（ Ｅ ）who speak Arabic, and

（ Ｆ ）who speak Haitian-Creole.

9．What will the new federal education law permit education

departments to do?

問2．英文の要旨を日本語で書きなさい。
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